MERU SCHOOL
FORM 2 ENGLISH
APRIL HOLIDAY ASSIGNMENT 2024

1. Nkubu High School is launching a Journalism Club.  You have been invited through a letter as the Chairperson of your Journalism Club to represent the other members.  However, you school will be having an academic Clinic Day which is compulsory for all student on the same day i.e. 17th April 2024 and you will not attend the ceremony.  Write a reply to the Principal declining the invitation.
2. CLOZE TEST 
By far the (1) ..........obstacle to success, in my view, is poor understanding of people.  Most careers (2) ........... working with other people.  You can have great academic intelligence (3) ..... still lack social intelligence, the ability to be (4) ...... good listener, to be sensitive (5) ....... others, to give and take criticism well.  If people do not like you, they may help you fail on the other hand, you can get (6) ........ with serious mistakes if you are socially intelligent.  How are you when it comes to working with people?  Are you genuine and authentic, or do you (7) ...... put up a front?  Do you listen to (8) ......... or do you do most of the talking?  Do you expect everyone else to confirm to you wishes, your schedule, and you agenda or do you look for ways to meet people on their (9) ...........?  If you haven’t learnt to get a long with people, you will always be fighting a battle to succeed.  (10) ............. making people – skills a strength will take you further than any other skill you develop.
3. COMPREHENSION
How I survived Drug Abuse
As a professional counsellor, I received many invitation to speak to secondary school students on the subject of drug and substance abuse.  Sometimes the invitations are so many that I am forced to reschedule some of them.  I suppose these students want to hear from the horse’s mouth, for I used to be a drug user for many years.
It all began when I was in Form Twos in a day school.  My parents were well-off so I did not lack for anything material.  Clothes, shoes, good food and pocket money I had in plenty.  I sometimes think that my parents were that generous because they wanted to assuage their sense of guilt for neglecting my brother and I.  Both were so busy with their careers and businesses that they gave us little attention or affection.  We were left at the mercy of house helps and the television.
In school, I craved for the warmth of friendship and acceptance.  Unfortunately, this landed me in the wrong company.  I struck a relationship with three boys who appeared eager to befriend me.  Looking back, I think they weer more interested in my money.  They introduced me first to smoking cigarettes and then bhang.  Avoiding being caught by the teachers and our parents made it look “cool” and adventurous.  Within no time I developed a taste for alcohol and would drink heavily on weekends in the company of my three friends.  Of course I did the buying.  Eventually, I graduated to hard drugs since bhang was no longer giving me the satisfaction I wanted.
My grades took a nosedive as was to be expected.  My teachers expressed concern and contacted my parents whose response was to offer to pay for private tuition.  Since they were often absent from home, they did not realise how much my behaviour had changed.  I had become aloof, irritable and uninterested in most things.  My parents did not even notice that things were disappearing from the house until I sold one of our television sets to by the now-much-needed drugs.  To my delight, they interpreted this to mean that they were not giving me enough money and they became even more generous.
One Saturday night, I took my father’s car in his absence and went on a drinking spree with my usual friends.  Although I did not have a driving licence, I could drive quite well.  Within no time, we got drunk.  As I drove back home in the small hours of the night, I lost control and the car rolled several times.  My friends and I were sobered up from our drunken stupor by searing pain all over our bodies.  We were lucky enough to come out of it alive despite suffering serious multiple injuries.
The accident served as a wake-up call for my friends.  When they eventually left hospital, they resolved to turn their lives around, seeing how close they had come to losing them.  And that they did with time.  However, the thought of having nearly killed my friends depressed me so much that I sank deeper into drug abuse.  One night I overindulged myself to such an extent that I fell asleep while still holding a lit role of bhang.
The next thing I knew was that I was engulfed in smoke and flames of fire were licking at me.  I don’t think anybody has ever sobered up so fast or screamed so hard. 
Blindly, I rushed to the door and had just managed to open it when I collapsed, still inside the house.  When I came to, I was in hospital.  My body was aflame with searing pain.  When I eventually left that hospital, I started seeing a psychiatrist who counselled me at length.  My parents were also invited to some of the counselling sessions.  With the psychiatrist’s help, we understood where we had lost our step and resolved not to falter again.  It is any wonder that I decided to become a counsellor later in life?
Answer the following questions.
1. Why is the writer usually invited to talk to students about drug abuse?
2. What did the writer’s parents do in order to relieve their guilt?
3. How did the writer’s parents fail in their duty as parents?
4. Why do you think the three boys were interested in the writer’s money?
5. From the passage, what are the causes of drug and substance abuse?
6. Describe how the writer’s habit of drug and substance abuse started and progressed.
7. From the passage, what are the consequences of drug and substance abuse?
8. Rewrite the following sentences in your own words:
When I came to, I was in hospital
9. In your own words, explain how the writer’s friends learnt a lesson from the accident.
10. In you own sentences, use the words assuage, crave, nosedive, overindulge and falter.
11. What do the following expressions mean as used in the passage:
a) Turn their lives around
b) Aflame with searing pain.

4. POETRY
Old and New
She went up the mountain to pluck wild herbs
She came down the mountain and met her former husband
She knelt down and asked her former husband
What do you find your new wife like?
“My new wife, although her talk is clever,
Cannot charm me as my old wife could,
In beauty of face there is not much to choose,
But in usefulness they are not at all alike
My new wife comes in from the road to meet me
My old wife always came down from her tower.
My new wife is good at embroidering silk
My old wife was good at plain sewing
Of silk embroidery one can do an inch a day
Of plan sewing, more than five feet.
Putting her silks by the side of your sewing
I see that the new will not compare with the old”.

1. What is the poem about?
2. With illustrations identify one similarity and difference int he two wives.
3. Explain three poetic devices used in the poem
4. Identify the aspects of social life noticeable in the poem
5. Explain the meaning of the following  lines.
a) “My new wife, although her talk is clever, cannot charm me as my old wife”

5	GRAMMAR
1.	Change the following sentences into passive.
a)	She cares for the cat.
b)	Jeniffer always plays the piano.
c)	The doctor called the patient
d)	She is waiting for Amos.

2.	Fill in the following gaps with an appropriate preposition
a)	The students arrived ............school last week
b)	We are not terrified ...............them.
c)	Jane is good ...............English.

3.	Use the correct form of the nouns in brackets.
a)	These ........phones were confiscated.  (student)
b)	This must be your ...... car.  (father-in-law)
c)	An elephant looks after .........calf.  (it’s, its)

4	Complete each of the following sentences in the most suitable way.
(a)	If you really love Kenya, you ............. buy Kenyan products more.
(b)	If I ........... the recruiting officer, I would not take bribes.

5	Rewrite as instructed
a)	It was not necessary for you to leave that early.
	Begin:  (You need........)
b) I am sure it was an exciting experience for her.
(Rewrite using “must”)
c)   Just incase you change your mind, call this number.
(Begin: should...)

6	Complete the following sentences by adding question tag
a)	Come with me
b)	They don’t wake up at 6:00 o’clock.

6	ORAL SKILLS 
1.	For each of the following words, give a word is pronounced is the same.
a)	Blue
b)	Know
c)	Would
d)	One

2.	Paying attention to the vowel sound in each of the following words, pick the odd one out.
(i)	Scene, ship, these, bean, be
(ii)	One, sun, put, but

3.	Underline the silent letter in the following words.
(i)	Juice
(ii)	built

4	Identify the intonation in the following sentences
a)	Did you do your homework?
b)	What a beautiful girl!
c)	You will go home tomorrow.

5	Read the following conversation between Hamisi and the Secretary of Walimu Wema College and answer the questions that follow.

Hamisi:	Hello
Secretary:	Hello, who are you?
Hamisi:	I am Ian Simiyu.  Is that Walimu Wema College?
Secretary:	Yes, what do you want?
Hamisi:	I would like to talk to the Principal
Secretary:	The Principal is not in.
Hamisi:	I wanted to enquire about the requirements for joining the college.
Secretary:	There’s no room for more students.
Hamisi:	Could you kindly tell me about next intake?
Secretary:	I don’t know.  You will see the advert in the newspapers.  (hangs up)

a) Identify the shortcomings in the secretary’s responses.


